
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
To:  SV196 Parent(s)/Guardian(s) 
 
From:  Jason D. Henry, District Superintendent 
 
Re:  Tuesday Afternoon Update 
 
Date:  March 31, 2020 
 
 
 
Here are some school-related updates/reminders since my last note to you. 
 
ENCOURAGEMENT! 
 
Over the last two weeks, the SV196 learning community has, by necessity, adapted 
teaching/learning in extraordinary ways.  Who could have predicted that we would be 
helping students learn using off-site, remote learning in Spring, 2020?  I certainly never 
imagined the possibility. 
 
Over that same two weeks, I’ve watched school personnel become key service providers 
in the community, transition to remote learning, and maintain connections with students 
without actually being face-to-face with them.  I’ve observed parents working hard to 
keep their child(ren) engaged in learning activities for the 4th quarter of the school year.  
I’ve seen restaurants step-up to help keep kids fed.  If you’re part of those efforts, you’re 
doing a fantastic job!   Together, we will keep our students on-track, engaged, and safe.  
Thank you for allowing us to work alongside you in your home while we work to 
beat  COVID-19. 
 
CONNECTION 
 
Our main emphasis throughout the COVID-19 crisis is keeping connected with our 
students.  Our staff members are working hard to maintain relationships via e-mail, 
telephone, and our other, regular messaging services. 
 
As hard as we try, feelings and emotions are best conveyed in face-to-face interactions.  
Non-verbal communication is “lost” in e-mails, messages, and phone calls.  If you notice 



that your child needs an extra contact, special attention, or something different from our 
staff members, you can help us help your child.  Please reach out to the school office and 
let us know what you’re seeing at home.  Our staff members will make arrangements to 
reach out to your child, specifically address your concerns, and help him/her stay 
connected. 
 
As your child(ren) begin the remote-learning process, please continue to share photos and 
stories on social media using the hashtags “#maroonstrongertogether” and 
“#ILschoolsstepup.”  By sharing our remote learning experiences, we can help support 
and encourage each other along the way. 
 
CONTINUITY OF LEARNING 
 
One of our most important, in-district conversations as we developed our remote learning 
plan centered around how much time students should spend each day on learning 
activities.  That question is one of the most important components of making remote 
learning effective.  The following table provides an estimate of what’s reasonable for 
kids, based on age/grade level: 
 

Grade Level Minimum Maximum Recommended 
Length of 
Sustained 
Attention 

Pre-K 20 minutes/day 60 minutes/day 3-5 minutes 
K 30 minutes/day 90 minutes/day 3-5 minutes 

1-2 45 minutes/day 90 minutes/day 5-10 minutes 
3-5 60 minutes/day 120 minutes/day 10-15 minutes 
6-8 Class: 15 min/day 

Total:  90 min/day 
Class: 30 min/day 
Total: 180 min/day 

1 subject area or 
class 

9-12 Class: 20 min/day 
Total: 120 min/day 

Class: 45 min/day 
Total: 270 min/day 

1 subject area or 
class 

Source: Illinois State Board of Education Remote Learning Recommendations 
 
FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
 

• Food distribution (1 package; breakfast & lunch) began on Monday, March 23, 
2020. 

• Food will be distributed each day from 10:30 AM – 11:15 AM. 
• Food distribution sites are as follows: 

o Sesser Park   Housing Area 
o Gilbert Funeral Home  Bates Campground/Stringers 
o Blue Bird Café 

• If you want to sign your child(ren) up for our food distribution program, please 
call the school to be added to the list. 

• If you previously signed your child(ren) up for our food distribution and no 
longer want/need to participate, please call the school and update our food 



distribution personnel.  We don’t want to waste food that isn’t picked up at the 
distribution sites. 

• All children 18 years of age or younger are eligible for food. 
• Head Cook Robin Hottensen and ACR Supervisor Nick Wingo are coordinating 

our food distribution program.  When time permits, please encourage them as they 
work to help our district’s families. 

 
MAKE A PLAN 
 
As of this afternoon, we are scheduled to return to school on or about April 30th.  
However, now is the time to make a longer-term contingency plan for your family.  Now 
is the time to make childcare arrangements for May, just-in-case. 
 
Thank you for all that you’re doing as we push through COVID-19 together. 


